
In the summer term in Year 6 

our Learning is focussed in Antarctica.  

 

Our key inquiry questions are: 

 

 

 

What drives humans to explore even when it 

is dangerous to do so? 

Is reaching your goal always easy? 

Are human beings good for the Earth? 

 

Geography           

The focus of our inquiry this term is Antarctica. We look into the life and  the 

geography of the fifth largest continent, as well as assessing the impact of global 

warming on Antarctica.’ 

 

We will learn about: 

● The extreme weather conditions 

● The animals and plants that inhabit the continent and how they have adapted 

to survive in such a harsh climate 

● The politics of the continent 

● The impact of burning fossil fuels on the environment 

 

Have a look at this amazing website all about the Antarctic 

environment: Discovering Antarctica 

or: 

Cool Antarctica 
 

 

 

 

 

https://discoveringantarctica.org.uk/
https://www.coolantarctica.com/


English 
In English we will focus on showing off our writing skills and bringing together 

everything we have learned in primary school. We will complete a number of pieces 

including some persuasive writing, narrative writing, an explanation text and a news 

broadcast. 

 

 

Class Authors 
Our class authors this term are Neil Gaiman and A F Harrold. 

 

 

Bestselling author Neil Gaiman has long been one of the top 

writers in comics, and also writes books for readers of all 

ages.  

 

He is listed in the Dictionary of Literary Biography as one of 

the top ten living postmodern writers, and is a prolific creator 

of works of prose, poetry, film, journalism, comics, song 

lyrics, and drama. 

 

 

 

 

One of his most popular books is ‘Coraline’ Here is a video of 

Neil reading chapter 1: Neil Gaiman reading Coraline 
 

 

He also wrote ‘ The Graveyard Book.’   

 

 

You can watch him read it here: Neil Gaiman 

reads The Graveyard Book 
 

Have a look at the author’s own website here: Neil Gaiman's 

Website  

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5yXq3jmu5A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6EUIH02MKY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6EUIH02MKY
https://www.neilgaiman.com/
https://www.neilgaiman.com/


AF Harrold 

AF Harrold  states that he often faces the direction he's asked 

to face and reads poems for the correct length of time. 

Sometimes he talks more than he poems. Sometimes he 

sings a song(ish) instead of talking. Sometimes he is funny. 

Sometimes he is serious. Sometimes he dances. Sometimes 

he shows pictures of his cats. 

Now, go, roam the website and see what you can find! 

 

One of the children’s favourite AF Harrold poems is ‘I want 

to be a wallaby’, which can be found here: I Want to Be 

a Wallaby. 

A poem about a dog having a bath: A Poem about a 

Dog Having a Bath.  

‘Grandma’: Grandma 

‘Say Something Nice’ Say Something Nice 

Have a look at the author’s own website here: A F Harrold's Website 
 

Reading through MyOn 

Keep up to date with your child’s reading.  Each week 

children select books that can be read at school and at 

home.  

 

The books are chosen to suit your child’s interest and 

ability. They can be read as a text and listened to as an audiobook. 

Sign in Here! 

 

We will send home spellings each week.  

 

Grammar and Punctuation 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyA8_xMu7Vg&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FyA8_xMu7Vg&t=4s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nua_C4rM51M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nua_C4rM51M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aw7mhIuDqFI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8OKnoCEcouU
http://www.afharroldkids.com/
https://www.myon.co.uk/login/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zhrrd2p


 

Maths  
 

We continue to enjoy daily mathematics lessons. We aim to consolidate what we 

have learned so that the children are ready for high school. 

 

We use Sumdog to set challenges. Please encourage your child 

to log in regularly to keep practising their mental agility.  

 

 

Click here to log in to Sumdog: Sumdog    

 

  

In year six the children need to know all their times tables, from 1x1=1 to 12x12=144 

as well as the division facts, e.g. 132 shared by 11= 12 

The children need to be able to recall them in order and randomly.  

 

Can we suggest giving your child a few minutes to recap the table that they are 

revising before moving on to rapid recall.  

 

A good way to improve speed is: 

 

Hit the Button or (log in using your 

SUMDOG password).  

              
 

 

  Science 
In science, we will be studying electricity and light. We will use electrical symbols to 

create circuit diagrams. We will also look at circuits and predict whether they will 

work or not. The children will construct circuits and conduct investigations. We will 

learn about what light is, how light travels, how we see things and how we see 

colours, about reflection and refraction as well as carrying out our own 

investigations.  

  

We will be focussed on a number of STEM activities linked to our inquiry about 

‘Antarctica.’ We will be separating colours through chromatography, discovering the 

https://www.sumdog.com/user/sign_in
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button


effects of acids on shells, evaluating the impact of global warming on the land ice, 

making a ‘Blubber Glove’ to feel the effect of a seal’s natural insulation against ice 

and finding out about types and quantities of food that a polar explorer needs to eat. 

 

You can do some experiments at home and try out chromatography using simple 

household equipment. Have a look at this site: Chromatography at Home 
 

 

 

PE 

This term we will be enjoying bat and ball games, such as 

cricket and rounders. We will learn: 

● How to hold a bat for controlled striking of the ball. 

● How to bowl a cricket ball with an overarm ‘windmill’ 

action. 

● How to catch a ball. 

● How to throw the ball with greater accuracy. 

 

 

 

RE 
 

This term we will we will be learning more about Christianity 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=chromatography+for+children&source=lmns&bih=622&biw=1280&client=safari&safe=strict&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjGs7v-2YLwAhUKexoKHVeJARoQ_AUoAHoECAEQAA


Art 
Our children will study the 

architecture of Zaha Hadid.  

 

Zaha Hadid was a British Iraqi 

architect, Artist and designer. She 

was a major figure in architecture 

known for her radical designs. Her 

style is known as deconstructivism. 

 

 

 

Here are some of the buildings she designed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children will use their knowledge about her designs to influence their own 

designs for a new polar workstation, which will include residential living space.  



 

We are also studying the work of Olafur Eliasson, that 

includes light sources, such as light bulbs. We will be 

looking at works by artists such as Anthony Gormley and 

Henry Moore which are part of the sculpture trail around 

the grounds of the UEA so we will have lots of inspiration. 

 

The Sainsbury Centre 

Sculpture Trail is outdoors 

and completely free to 

visit. 

 

Have a look at the map 

and see how many 

sculptures you can find on a walk at the UEA.     

Map of the Sculpture Trail 
 

 

 

 

 

Design and Technology 
In design and technology we will be designing a night light for use in the Antarctic 

colony. 

 

 

Cooking and 

Nutrition 
We will be making meringues! Yummy!  

 

Music 
 

We will be enjoying samba rhythms in our music lessons this term. The children will 

learn to perform samba music on instruments. 

 

https://www.sainsburycentre.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SC_SculpturePark_A3_Map_Sept20-vF2_Online.pdf


     

 

 

 

 

 

 


